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October 30, 1992 
15621 SE 26th Street 
Bellevue, WA 98008 


Hi all: 

Thanks for your letters. Some of the late comers have asked what I am up to 
here, so I will bring them up to date. This spring I sent out a single 
letter in reply to two enquiries that covered the same material. The 


responses led to more letters which evolved into a newsletter forum on 
telegraphy equipment identification.S. and Canada. 


If you have any questions please let me know, and I will put them before the 
group. If you have information to offer please cite your source, or if it 
is legend please state that it is. I am hoping to avoid perpetuating myths 
and to share only solid facts. I will present all information that I have 
on a subject in a letter and then ask for corrections and comments. In the 


next letter I am going to talk about early keyer paddles. If any of you 
have information on them please pass it on. 


I was pleased to receive the first copy of the Vail Correspondent from Tom 
French. It will be a valuable resource for key collectors. If you haven't 
seen the first edition drop hima note. I am sure that he would be pleased 
to send you subscription information. His address is listed on the last 
page of this key letter. 


I received numerous replies about the various J-36 labels, and will 
consolidate the information on all of the various manufacturers and orders 
in a future key letter. 


The subject for this Keyletter is code practice machines. I have copies of 
QST ads for machines made by Instructograph, Teleplex, Gardiner-Levering, 
Gardiner, and Natrometer. I am sure that there are others. 


The Teleplex paper tape machine first appears in the June, 1927 QST, and 
they made various models at least through 1965. The following is a partial 
listing of the various addresses shown in their advertisements. These 
addresses should serve as a rough dating guide. 


1927-1938 76 Cortlandt Street, New York 
[Sometimes shown as 72-76 Cortlandt Street] 


1938-1941 67-69 Park Place, New York 
1941-1945? 107 Hudson Street, Jersey City, NJ 
1955?-1956? 415 G Street, Modesto, CA 

T-19657 739 Kazmir Court, Modesto, CA 


Teleplex Made several models, including the Master which had a key [one 
model had both a key and a right angle bug] and made a paper tape of your 
sending. The one with the bug made a copper tape, and appears in an ad in 
the March, 1935 QST. This is the only ad that I have seen for it. I have 
one of the "Telespeed" bugs from this set. 


The Instructograph is a common item [both spring driven and electric] at 
hamfairs. There is a heavy demand for the American [landline] Morse tapes, 
and people frequently advertise for them in the Dots & Dashes. The 
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Instructograph was first advertised in the March, 1930 QST and was similar 
in appearance to the Teleplex. In the April, 1930 QST Teleplex ran an ad 
warning buyers of imitation products, so it appears that they weren't too 
happy with the competition. 


The Instructograph was made from 1930 through at least 1974. They were 
located at the following addresses: . 


3/30-? 608 South Dearborn, Chicago 
9/31-10/31 815 Leland Ave, Chicago 

11/31-2/42* 912 Lakeside Place, Chicago 
7/40-2/65* 4709 Sheridan Road, Chicago 


1967-1968 5071-Q Broadway, Chicago, IL 
4700-9 S. Crenshaw Blvd., Los Angeles, Ca 


1974 Box 5032 Grand Central, Glendale, IL 
*Both addresses used during this period. 


I obtained this information from QST ads, and if anybody has "fills" on the 
missing dates please let me know. They advertised "Standard" and "Junior" 
models, and even rented their equipment. Unfortunately the ads do not 
provide pictures that would allow identification of models. ; 


QST ads in 1930's and 1940'S also show the Ayers Automatic Code Machine, and 
the Gardiner-Levering. 


Ted McElroy had some involvement in the Ayers machine since the April, 1942 
QST ad states "Built by code champion McElroy". The Ayers ads show up in 
QST from December, 1941 through at least March, 1943. 


The Gardiner-Levering first shows up in the November, 1936 QST. They 
advertised under this name until at least February, 1942 when the name was 
changed to Gardiner & Company. They advertised in QST at least through 
February, 1965. 


The November, 1940 QST ad shows the Type S and the Type J. The Type J had 
an automatic sender and a built in code perforator. Apparently it was used 
for both code practice and to automatically send messages. One ad shows a 
loop of perforated tape in the sending unit, so it looks like early day 
contesters used it as an automatic keyer! 


The Omnigraph was often sold as part of mail order Morse code courses. A 
picture of an Omnigraph shows up in a New York Wireless Institute ad in the 
June 1921 QST. The Omnigraph used a series of metal disks turned by a hand 
crank or a clockwork motor to generate code, so it was made obsolete by the 
paper tape machines. I have been able to identify the following models: 


#2 The #2 has a stack of 15 aluminum disks with notches around the 
circumference and a clockwork motor. The motor turns the disks 
and a stylus makes and breaks a contact as it rides on the disk 
edge. The stylus rides on a carrier that runs up and down to 
change disks. There are five groups of code on each disk, and it 
can be set to change levels [disks] between the groups. It has a 


N7CFO KEYLETTER # 4, PAGE 3 


governor on it, so the speed is adjustable. The #2 shows up in a 
1931 Wholesale Radio Service catalog for $31.50. 


#2 Jr. The #2 jr. has five disks, the same motor as the #2, but a 
different carrier mechanism. 

#4 The #4 has a clock work motor with disks on top of the motor. 

#5 The #5 has a single dial with both a hand crank and clockwork 
motor. 


Another model is shown in the 1902 Sears Catalog under catalog number 
20R4445. It has a Manhattan Electric Supply Company sounder, a straight 
key, and a single disk with a hand crank. The disk says "John quickly 
extemporized five tow bags" [I guess that this is an early version of "the 
Quick fox..."] 


I have an Omnigraph flyer that states "established 1900", and the last QST 
ad that I can find is in the May 1930 issue which states "Est. 1901", so it 
appears that they were in business for either 29 or 30 years. The flyer has 
a nice photo of the manager, a Mr. L. Nelson Booger. I think that his 
progeny may have changed the family name since then..... 


I have a Natrometer, but do not know which model it is, or if they made more 
than one model. It is similar to the Omnigraph #5, except the disk is solid 
and rather than using bumps to send the code off a stylus it is painted or 


inlaid [I'm not sure which] and makes an electrical connection. The 
December 1921 Railroad Telegrapher has an ad that speaks of it as "The 
Wonderful Natrometer". I have never seen any other mention of them. 


Where did they all go? I have four Omnigraphs [two #2, a #2 jr., and the 
Sears #20R4445], the Natrometer, and some Instructographs. I have never 
seen any of the others. 


Another question that intrigues me is where did all of the colored Vibroplex 
bugs go? Various models are advertised in the early days in red, green, and 
blue. I have a Blue Racer that is a deep cobalt blue, and it is obviously 
a factory finish. The blue is so dark that it is very easy to mistake it 
for black under fluorescent light. 


If you are looking at any of the old Japanned base Vibroplexes be sure to 


get them into natural light on the off chance that it is a blue one. I 
almost missed the color on mine when I first saw it. I have a Junior that 
is red, but it is such a schlocky paint job that it can't be original. I 


have long been meaning to see if I can strip a bit of it down to see if 
there is a genuine red finish under there someplace. 


Speaking of finish, has anybody came up with a good source of lacquer/paint 
to duplicate the old Vibroplex finish? 


Some of you have asked about methods for cleaning keys. I use "Formula 409" 
on most of them, though you must be a little careful as it can dull a 
painted finish. The brownish film that seems to adhere to keys is probably 
nothing more that nicotine stains from incessant smoking in the ham shack or 
telegraph office. I put the key into a sink and soak it down with the 409 
and scrub it with a soft toothbrush. I then rinse it with very hot water 
and then shake it dry and blow out the water with an air compressor. The 
heat retained in the base helps dry it, though you must watch for flash 
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rust. If you are cleaning up a Vibroplex check to see if it has the model 
number stenciled on the bottom of the base. If it does the stencil is water 


soluble, so be careful! A light coat of paste wax and gentle polishing then 
makes them look pretty good. 


I seldom polish brass keys in that I feel that they look better with the 
patina of age on them. Some people just love to have at them with Brasso, 
but I feel that it removes a lot of their character to polish them. 


Anyway, first up is Dave Pennes. Dave sent some pictures of W.U. "Time 
Service Units 14-B". They look like a cross between a relay and a sounder. 
One is made by "Hive Manufacturing" and the other by Brooklyn Telegraph 
Co.". Does anybody have any ideas? He also sent a picture of a plastic 
novelty practice set that is in reality a Japanese made transistor radio. 
I have one, and some rather sad memories to go along with it! The 
proprietor of the local ham radio shop mentioned to me last year that she 
was going to an out of state ham fair, and I asked her to look for keys for 
me. The next time I saw her she had one of the novelty sets, and had laid 
out $55.00 for it! I never said a word when I reimbursed her, but let me 
tell you, my hands were a little shaky when I did it! 


Bill Holly writes: 


Re the Bunnell "Style W" radio key in QST....I'm not positive but suspect 
that they may have put heavier contacts on it and called it a radio key. 
In any event they certainly put heavier contacts on the radio double speed 
key they advertised a few issues later - that's the one mounted on 
bakelite and then on a ogee cast metal base. Mine had close to 3/16" 
contacts, and overall is larger than a "W". 


Re the #6 key, if you'll note in my book the 1927 reference is for an ad 
in The Railroad Telegrapher. The 1928 ad in QST was its first appearance 
in that magazine and therefore "new" to QST readers. I don't think there 
was any major change to the key between June of 1927 and January of 1928. 
I agree with the patent comment. Any key displaying a patent number had 
to have been made after that number was issued, and if that key had a 
serial # then any higher serial # had to have been made after that date.” 


Re your old Vibroplex with the number 84,356, I'm guessing that is the 
registration number of the trade mark itself. ,My files are all a mess and 
I can't lay hands on my Vibroplex trade mark lists from the patent office, 
but the date sounds about right the number is too short for a patent.” 


The base on the low priced Ultimates was pot metal and they're prone to 
crumble just like the pot metal dial drives in some of the 20's radios.” 


Tom is the Mac expert, and I don't pretend to know anything about them - 
but I would guess that the chances of there being 15 years of unknown Macs 
is pretty slim. When I researched the Vibroplex book I went through every 
issue of QST, Railroad Telegrapher, the Commercial Telegraphers Journal, 
etc that I could find on the east coast. Between the different series I 
had access to I'm sure that I covered complete runs of at least two 
different magazines in the teens, twenties, and thirties. I'm sure I 
would have made note if I had seen ads for the Mac key in the teens or 
twenties - especially the teens since Vibroplex's patents would still have 
been viable. I imagine that ad was just marketing hype or if you want to 
be charitable - maybe he had been using a custom key for 15 years and 
finally decided to market in 1934.” 
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Joe Jacobs writes: 


Re webbed leg straps”, my information seems to confirm that leg strap keys 
was made by JHB for U.S. Military on a British/Canadian design, perhaps 
through the U.S. Military. 


No idea on the Goat Metal Stamping Co, or Brooklyn Metal Stamping Co. 


Picked up a bug in woeful condition, much missing, metal label says 
"Telegraph Apparatus Co. [TAC]. Any info? 


Do you know what "RTS" in Railroad talk means? [I checked several old 
Railroad manuals for this one with no luck. Any ideas? ed.] 


Craig Jobest writes: 


Recently I was given a semi-automatic "TAC-Key". This is the bug made by 
Telegraph Apparatus Co. with the label stating "not inc.". I got a 
chuckle out of that one. The base is a bit rusty which brings me to ask 
if you know of a good way to remove the pins which hold the label in 
place? I would like to re-finish the base as I am using it at work. I 
want to remove the pins without damaging the label. 


Does anyone have any ideas on this? 


Per Tom French, the Telegraph Apparatus Co. was a partnership with Ted 
McElroy as one of the owners. Tom promises extensive information about it 
in his upcoming book. I have seen ads for three models in QST. The model 
CP 800 Deluxe Speed Key appears in the March 1944 QST. It appears to be 
very similar to the Vibroplex Original. I have never seen one of these. 
The CP 810 is chromed and the CP 510 is in battleship gray wrinkle finish. 
They advertised in QST from March, 1944 until November, 1946. 


TAC also shows up in the December, 1945 QST with a line of "Oscillatones". 
The ad also states "Designed By The World's Champion Radio Telegrapher". 
There are four models of the Oscillatone, and two of them have a built in 
key. I wonder if there is any chance that this is the origin of the chopped 
off mac straight keys. Please note that the name "Oscillatone" was 
previously used as a brand name by McElroy. 


In response to my question about his commercial CW station Craig states that 
the KLB transmitters are all modified Bunnell B-333D models with 1500W 
input. They operate at 488, 500, 6411, 8582.5, 12917, and 17007.7 KHZ. The 
KLB receivers and offices are located about ten miles northwest of 
Marysville, WA. They are using five ICOM IC-R71A receivers for CW and four 
JRC NRD-525 receivers for SITOR work. The Icom CW receivers have an 
outboard digital scanning circuit which allows hands free monitoring of four 
channels per HF band. Six HF bands are scanned, 3 bands are scanned at one 
tine (six second duration) and then the other 3 bands for six seconds. They 


are still using the Bunnell Triumph type straight keys that came with the 
transmitters. 


Tom French asks: 


Why do you suspect that the larger stream keys were TAC, Lynn? For 
myself, I know of no documented way to distinguish the late McElroy and 
the TAC models. 


od 
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Hmmmm. I heard that "someplace", but I can't cite a source. With Tom's 
comments in mind we will have to set that speculation aside until we come up 
with one that is new in the box or something. 


Murray Willer writes: 


First let me deal with the WT 8 AMP no. 2 story, The British Publication 
"Morsum Magnificat", published an article by Jim Lycett, GOMSZ, which 
contains a photo of the original WT 8 AMP key by Whitely Electrical Radio, 
plus photos of an additional eight variants. A copy of the article is 
enclosed. Tony Smith, one of the editors of Morsum Magnicicat, asked for 
more information. Well, I went over my collection of WT 8 amps... it will 
be an interesting challenge. 


The WT 8 AMPs all have a standard ebonite or thermoplastic base, 
approximately 1 5/8" X 3 1/4" with four mounting holes. All the ones that 
I have seen have the four mounting holes in the corners except the one 
made by Bunnell, in which one of the holes is offset from _ the 
corner...presumably to cater for a special transmitter mounting. 


As you know, some of the WT 8 AMPs came with a steel sub base usually 
marked "Key & Plug Assy No. 9 and with a steel enclosure. I have several 
sub-bases with different markings, one of which has the word "Westclox" 
added and one of which has no marking. Some sub-bases have web straps for 
fastening to the thigh, others do not. The straps may have been removed 
or are incomplete or used on transmitters where the straps are not 
required. 


Regarding the steel enclosures, I presently have three types as shown 
below: ; 
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No. 1 sketch has a rounded steel enclosure and I have seen a number of 
these. No. 2 sketch has a somewhat square enclosure with a 45 degree 


bevel at the front end. These are also fairly common. No. 3 sketch has 
a rectangular enclosure and the key and enclosure assembly is mounted on 
a brase plate 2 3/4 X 4 1/2 in, I have only seen one of the no. 3 


enclosure, and assume it is a special transmitter mounting. 


The first WT 8 AMP I picked up was a Whitely Electrical Radio key. It had 
the marking "W.E.” on it and at first I thought it was Western Electric, 


but Tony Smith straightened me out on that. Since then I have been 
keeping my eye open for variants, and am looking forward to Tony Smith's 
article on how many he has found. If you do not subscribe to Morsum 


Magnificat, let me know and I shall send you a copy of the article when it 
comes out. 
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I propose that we all adopt the #1, #2, and #3 designation that Murray has 
shown above. I would appreciate any information on variants that any of you 
have on these keys. I have a flock of them and will get them out during the 
big upcoming inventory and see what I can find. 


John Elwood wrote to suggest that Tom French and I flip a coin to see who 
would write a key newsletter and cited a concern that there wouldn't be 
enough input to keep two separate letters going. 


I feel that the two publications will serve different functions, and that 
they will complement each other. I have plenty of material at hand, and if 
I run out, I can slow down or cease publication! I see my key letters as a 
forum to exchange ideas and share information. I also feel that if I went 
to paid subscriptions for these ramblings that I would be obligated to meet 
production deadlines which would be impossible because of my work schedule. 
The use of these key letters as an information sharing forum will help us 
all, and if Tom publishes the results, so much the better! 


The Vail Correspondent will be the place that established information gets 


placed before the collectors, and my key letters will serve as a research 
tool. 


Speaking of the Vail Correspondent I was pleased to see that Tom can print 
photos. I am sure that he would be appreciative of good pictures of rare 
keys. I ama real tyro photographer and would appreciate some information 
on taking good pictures of keys. Dave Pennes regularly sends me excellent 
pictures of keys and parts thereof. How about it, Dave? 


John further writes: 


You've probably already heard from Murray Willer re the Brooklyn Metal 
Stamping Co. J-36, June 1930. It is illustrated in the joint article in 
the AWA Review, vol 3, page 113, figure 38. Mine is missing the nameplate 
but looks like Murray's. 


Here's another Speed-X question. I've never heard of a Speed-X with a 
black Japanned finish with gold leaf, however I have one. [John, is this 
the "gold carriage trim" that they have on the Vibroplex keys? ed.] It is 
3 3/8" X 6 1/8". The damping mechanism looks like 1/2 of the "W' damper 
on the early Blue Racers. The paddle is rounded. In gold leaf is 
written: 

SEE, 

SPEED K 

ee ERY 

Hi-Speed Key 

The vibrating arm and weight are round. The paddle is very thin, and it 


has a line shorting switch. Hope someone has some info on it. 
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Back to Military keys. We were in Palmdale, California for the week of 
July 4th. While there I saw a Lionel J-38 in the original box, but it had 
another separate, small knob to the right of the regular knob. I would 
imagine that it could swing to the left for a south paw. 


Yes, Vibroplex kept to a single series and did not duplicate serial 
numbers until the new company in Maine decided to start their own 
numbering system rather than continue the old one. The newer ones are 
easy to tell as they have the bug logo and there is no street address on 
the plate. 


Give Tom, W1IMQ, the credit for running down the information on that 
number, 84,356 [this refers to last months question about a strange number 
on a Vibroplex label, ed.] After receiving about a dozen responses to my 
"dating project” with that number for a serial number and knowing that 
Vibroplex had not duplicated serial numbers, I asked Tom if he knew 
anything about it. He replied that it was the registration number of the 
Vibroplex trademark, granted on November 28, 1911. 


When did Menominee Electric Mfg. Co. become Signal Electric Mfg. Co, 
Menominee, Michigan, USA? I have two practice sets with the label 
"Menominee Electric Mfg. Co". They are identical to an ad in QST, May, 
1939, page 117. The ad, [with picture] shows it as "R-68 practice set” - 
Signal Electric MFG Co., Menominee, Michigan, USA. 


An ad in QST, September 1942, page 140 says "Signal Wireless and Telegraph 
Instruments are playing an important part in the war effort. Constructed 
according to exacting specifications they are used in many branches of the 
service and are recognized for their high quality and dependability" 
Shown in the ad are a J-38 key, a No. 112-s sounder, and a SW-37 relay. 


It seems like corporate records in Michigan would be able to shed some light 
on this. It is of course possible that Signal and Menominee were two 
separate companies, and that Signal absorbed menominee or that they went out 
of business. Menominee can't be that large of a town. 


John also has what he thinks is a McElroy tear drop but made by Telegraph 
Apparatus Co., not Inec., Chicago, Ill, USA. 


It has a black crackle finish and attracts a magnet. The back end of the 
base [towards the knob has been cut off. I believe this was done to fit 
into a code osc practice set. I kept the name tag from this set in a 
ziplock bag along with the key. The base matches identically with the 
streamkey, minus the part that was cut off. 


I have two of these, and have also heard the legend that they were in part 
of a training set. Mine also attract the magnet. They are well made, and 
the bobbed tail is obviously done at the factory [not like the butchery jobs 
done on Vibroplexes to make keyer paddles, etc.] 


John also has a key marked CAQZ-26026. On top of the rectangular water 
tight case is marked "Brelco, NY". The nameplate on the bottom plate is 
CAQZ-26026, NXsr-60008 [US] S/N 7569. 


John, in your 8/28/92 letter you mentioned a "French J-38". I was unable to 
figure out what you were saying, so I would appreciate some elaboration for 
the next issue. 


one 
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John asks: 


Who was the manufacturer of CRH-26013-A? The key is 1 3/4 X 1 1/8, 
painted OD, has a knob on right side of top and a DPST toggle switch 
labeled "SEND/REC" on left side of top. A rubber cover goes over the key 
and molded in the cover part is 


SEND 
KEY 
REC 
I believe that these keys were used with the "May West” emergency set. I 


also have another key, but with identifier of CAY 26013, made by 


Westinghouse Elec & MFG co. [According to my mfgr list, this is not shown on 
the key. ] 


This bit of information brings out military manufacturers list to: 


CAY WESTINGHOUSE ECLECTIC & MFG. Co. 
CAQZ BRELCO, NY 

CEA BENDIX 

CEJ E.F. JOHNSON 

CJB J.H. BUNNELL 

CUF BENDIX 

CLT LUNDQUIST TOOL & MFG. CO. 
CMK McELROY 

CMI MOLDED INSULATION COMPANY 
CRR BENDIX 

CSE SIGNAL ELECTRIC 

CTC CHICAGO TELEPHONE SUPPLY 
TEL CTE TELEPHONICS CORPORATION 
WE CW WESTERN ELECTRIC 


Larry Nutting writes: 


I have a Mac that is the same as described [Dave's]. Mine is missing the 
damper & support, but the mounting screws are positioned the same as for 
the angled damper support - I had wondered about the correct damper. 


Henry Engstrom writes: 


-...today I picked up two interesting WW II military keys. One is a black 
crackle Speed-X looking key with brass screws & lever, mounted ona black 
bakelite base approximately 3" X 3". It was removed from a TG-30 repeater 


where fastened with 4 machine screws to the front. There is no "J" 
number, nor a manufacturers name, but the key has the D95835 case into the 
upper part of the frame. The data plate for the TG-30 says 1944. 


The second one is a Canadian aircraft "Key" and is marked "Switchbox 
Identification No. 2 mark III" and is adjustable for either "upward" or 
"downward" morse. It has a black crackle finish and is about 4" round. 


If I remember correctly Murray Willer identified a similar key as a 
"bulkhead blinker". I am sure that Murray can provide information on this. 
Bulkhead blinkers consisted of a key and lights mounted on the top and 
bottom of each aircraft and were used to communicate while in the air when 
security precluded radio transmissions. The "“upward/downward" switch 
determined whether the top or bottom light was activated. 
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Russ Kleinman writes: 


Before Vibroplex came out with the bug on the label, but presumably after 
they had adapted the insignia, they placed a decal on the face of the keys 
with the last pre-bug label. How many different decals did Vibroplex use? 
I have at least 3 bugs with vibroplex decals, 2 of which have bugs on the 
decal. One decal is gold, one silver, and one is red and silver and 
round, but has no bug on it. The gold and silver ones are oval. 


I have heard of these decals being referred to as the “Albright Sticker", 
but have never seen anything in print on them. Does anyone have any ideas? 


Glenn Sievert writes: 


I am most interested in the San Francisco area items marked: California 
Electric Works, Electrical Construction & Maintenance Co., and Paul 
Seiler. 


I don't know a bunch about the companies that you have mentioned, though I 
can think of several others from the Bay area: Electro Mfg. Co. [Electro 
Bug], Leach Relay [Leach Speedo-Plex], Federal Telegraph Co., and Les Logan 
[Speed-X]. I have a straight key that [I think] is made by Paul Seiler 
Manufacturing Company. It is unusual in that the arm is made of two 
parallel round pieces of bent rod. If you have any information on this I 
would sure appreciate it, especially if you could back it up with copies of 
as or other positive identification. 


Les stephenson writes: 


Now - for pure coincidence, when your letter came I was looking at my 
inventory list, and noted what seemed to be an error. While correcting 
the error I looked at the keys in that particular box. One of the keys 
was an ARTEC J-37 attached to the J-45 spring steel thigh band which was 
used by the Patton tank training group while at the Mojave Desert training 


Center circa 1942. I picked it up from a crewman while in service with 
the AAA at Camp Irvin, CA (all a part of the Mojave Desert Training 
Center). Since these keys were all supplied by the Signal Corps (my 


understanding) it would be possible to have someone who lives near Ft. 
Monmouth, NJ where the Signal Corps has a HQ and a museum, and check the 
old purchase/procurement records. The U.S. Army never threw away any 
procurement records! If the mfg notations aren't there, they have to be 
in the main Signal Corps archives in the Pentagon. 


I wrote to the Nye company several times in regard to their sounders, and 
never heard a word. Do you know if the still have some for sale? 

What is the title of the Holly book? I receive information only from Dots 
& Dashes and Morsum, so one can se than my info is pretty limited. I 
wonder if a biblio concerning key collection would be helpful to anyone 
other than me? 


The Holly book is entitled The Vibroplex Co. Inc. and is available from the 
Vibroplex Company. You can order a copy by calling 1-800-VIBROPLEX. 


Tom French offers several books through Artifax books. His address is 
listed later in this letter. 


The Antique Wireless Association has quite a lot of information in their 
quarterly publication The Old Timers Bulletin and in their reprints "The AWA 
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Review." They publish the OTB as part of the membership package, and if you 
wish to join send the $12 annual dues to Joyce Peckham, Box E, Breesport, NY 
14816. 


Another source is Dave Ingram's book Keys, Keys, Keys. I am not sure where 
you can get a copy, but they are probably available through some of the mail 
order ham outlets. 


This is the first that I have heard of a Signal Corps museum. It could be 
a valuable source of information. Do you have an address for them? 


The William Nye Company is located in Bellevue, Washington, so I called them 
on October 27, 1992 to enquire about the sounders. I talked to Bill Nye, 
Jr., and he stated that he had only one complete sounder left, and that the 
base had been knawed on by a dog! He has parts [no base] for three or four 
others, but warned that they are costly. If you are interested drop Bill a 
line. I asked if they might go back into production on the sounders, and he 
stated that it would take an order of 200 to 400 to make it cost effective. 
Apparently they have to buy the stock in large quantities, and making the 
sounders is very labor intensive. The last sounders that they made were 
built for the Smithsonian Institution, by the way. 


While I had him on the phone I asked about their use of the "Speed-x" 
trademark. He told me that his dad [Bill Nye, Sr.] bought the trade mark 
and tooling from the E.F. Johnson Co. in October, 1972. He did not know 
that Les Logan once held this trademark, and was most interested in the 
information that I had on them. I promised to put together copies of early 
ads to document the history of the "Speed-X" keys for him. 


Well, that wraps it up for now! The response has been very rewarding and I 
will keep it up as long as there is interest. I am adding several new 
collectors to the mailing list, so I should have a bunch of material for #5. 
When I put #5 together I will drop anyone from the mailing list that hasn't 
replied to at least one of these missives, so if you are interested in 
staying on the mailing list please let me know. 
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FOR TRADE: J-46. Best offer, John Elwood 
FOR TRADE: McElroy P-500, Speedo-Plex #2, Fullerphone. Lynn Burlingame 
WANTED: Vibroplex Zephyr, Craig Jobest 
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October 29, 1992 at 9:10 p.m. 
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NAME FIRST 
AGUIRRE JIM 
BABITT HOWELL 
BERBIT WARREN 
BERRY LARYL 
COMBS DAVID I. 
ELWOOD JOHN 
ENGSTROM HENRY 
FRENCH TOM 
HAMBLIN TOM 
HOLLY BILL 
IVERSON DON 
JACOBS JOE 
JOBEST CRAIG 
KENDRA JOHN 
KLINEMAN RUSS 
MANLEY JACK 
NICHOLS FW. 
NUTTING LARRY 
PENNES DAVE 
REHAK JOHN 
SCHLEHMAN GIL 
STEVERT GLENN F. 
STEPHENSON LE @ %y 
WHITE SMILEY 
WILLER MURRAY 


WB7D 
W310 
K2UV 


W5VJ 
Wu7P 
KD6K 
WLIM 
VE3H 
K1BH 


W7ZF 


WASY 


WA3L 
NHI 


VE3F 


‘THE OMNIGRAPH  — 


with 15 aluminum dials, which will last 
forever. Each of these dials is divided 
into 5 parts, making an equivalent of 


Omnigraph No. 2—List Price, $35.00. 
Your Cost 


LAB Cataley 


Moles ale Ralio Sevvuice co, 


ADDRESS 
HC POB 527 
0 2820 SOUTH COUNTRY CLUB WAY 


V 468 MILE ROAD 
4512 W. MARGE ST 
W 2000 VICTORY AVE 
5716 NORTH 34TH DRIVE 
WH P.O. BOX 5846 
Q 120 GREAT ROAD 
IE 28 DUNLOP AVENUE 
395 HALEY ROAD 
5232 LOMBARD 
60 SEAVIEW TERRACE 
X 1411 154TH STREET NW 
4506 KENTMORE OR. 
9442 £. KEMPER RD 
826 COLBY 
P.0. BOX 37094 
4025 SLATE CT. 
KN 7410 NOEL ROAD 
4045 £. LAVENDER LANE 
335 INDIANAPOLIS 
20157 SUISUN ORIVE 
1244 PASEO LADERA LANE 
534 CAISSON ROAD 
RX 557 SPADINA ROAD 


THE OMNICRAPH. 


CITY STAT ZIP 
PRESTON WA 98050 
TEMPE AZ 85282 
SUFFERN, NY 10901 
TUCSON AZ 85741 
WICHITA FALLS TX 76301 
PHOENTX AZ 85017 
SANTA ROSA CA 95402 
MAYNARD MA 01754 
SCARBOROUGH ONT MIK 1L4 
KITTERY POINT ME 03905 
PORTLAND OR 97203 
NORTHPORT NY 11768 
MARYSVILLE WA 98270 

DALE CITY VA 22193 
LOVELAND OH 45140 
EVERETT WA 98201 
PHOENIX AZ 85069 
SANTA ROSA CA 95405 
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46278-1516 
PHOENIX AZ 85044-4681 
DOWNERS GROVE IL 60515 
CUPERTINO CA = 95014-4427 
ARROYO GRANDE CA 93420 
FALMOUTH VA 22405 


TORONTO, ONTARIO CAN M5P 2N9 


ator would. 


An Automatio Learner’s Telegraph Instrument, 


i H 
THE OMNIGRAPH Grids Balan 
Braph instrument that will tick 


essages, containing all the 


* can 
both seen and heard, and it 
tenkes learning both easy and in- 
thie 2 Did you ever swp to 

ink how you ‘learned to talk? 
ed by hearing other peo- 


charactors of 
Fu will very « 
6 Onuizrapl 
sy uader anc 
a42'c-l crank. 
do, that ts, 


stents uend you Messages, in tne most 
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HOME _FONE 


( 206 )222-6149 
(602 )839-7929 


(707 )523-9268 


503 
516 


286-1144 
261-1576 
206 )652-8873 
703 )590-3373 
(513 )683-7528 
(206 )252-7720 


(707 )539-1883 


(602 )759-8019 


( 805 )489-5667 


The Omnigraph Automatic Transmitter combined 

with standard key and sounder. Sends your tele- 

graph messages at any speed just as an expert oper- 
Five styles $2up. Circular free. 


Omnigraph Mfg. Co., 3924 Cortlandt St, New York 
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TELEGRAPHY TAUGKT 


IN THE SHORTEST 
POSSIBLE TIME 


NAcCKs SFU Yaw 30 


WARNING! 


QST = | : : aa : 5 : A Personal Message to Every 
5 : Fair-Minded Reader of OST 
¥ \ {4 18) 
OR from R. G. MILLER, Inventor 
PA? of Teleplex, the original code instructor 


Manager, Teleplex Company 


Certain manufacturers of meritorious products, carefully 
conceived, honestly manufactured and legitimately adver- 
tised and merchandised, suffer from the unfair competition 
of imitators. These imitators infringe upon the patents 
and designs of products that have become established in 
the confidence of the public. 


y It has come to our attention that such a concern is now 
selling a machine which is an imitation of the Teleplex 
T; el esra h ° t h Code Instructor. Legal action is being pay a 
Wt ii x have been instituted to protect our rights — an ie 
g p y E L E P L E rights of the public who have come to press 
TELEPLEX TEACHES YOU THE CODE (Morse or Radic) — _Teleplet at the original invention approved by the U: S. 

° ‘s £7 C' machine at wor! rd ~ git 2 : 
automatically, Waxed capes, send signals like a real operator. leading authorities in the field of telegraphy. The action 
Complete code instructions furnished. Endorsed by U.S. Army, of the courts is necessarily slow, and until such time as the 
U.S. Navy and Leading Schools. case has been tried this imitator will endeavor to foist 

FREE 10 DAYS’ TRIAL upon the public his copy of a genuine product. 
You can try the genuine TELEPLEX in your own home for 


po pes. Free Trial. If Teleplex core not teach you che code ut DON’T BE MISLED BY IMITATIONS. 
i t trate it ority over any other device — 
it costs you nothing. Can ‘be used by advanced students as well TELEPLEX IS THE GENUINE CODE IN- 


as beginners. Write to-day for full details of Free Trial Offer. STRUCTOR. It is the Instrument that is 
used by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, 
TELEPLEX COMPANY Schools Everywhere, Navies (Our Own 

76 Cortlandt St., Dept. Q-12 New York, N. Y. Navy), Radio and Telegraph Institutes. 


THE IMPROVED 
and. HIQWU—— MASTER TELEPLEX 


TELEPLEX again shows the way by its improved MASTER TELEPLEX code teaching machine 
with the embossed copper tape plus Telespeed. No more fussing around with ink tapes; no more 
relays; no more complicated battery hook ups; no more fading of signals — all because Master Tele- 
plex, ‘‘the choice of those who know,” is now equipped with 
copper tapes on which the code signals are EMBOSSED. 
With Teleplex you get TELESPEED, an unbelievably 
smooth automatic key. 

No experience needed. Beginners, amateurs, experienced 
ops get ahead faster with Teleplex. Only instrument ever 
produced which records your sending in visible dots and 
dashes — then sends back your own key work. Used by 
U.S. Army, Navy, R. C. A., A. T. & T., and many others. 
We give you complete course, lend all equipment. Nothing 
to buy —give personal service on MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. Low cost, easy terms. Write today for 
folder Q-27. No obligation. 


TELEPLEX CO. 


QsTt 
Mavch 1935 
Pane ioS 


““MASTER TELEPLEX 
The Choice of Those Whe Know” 76 Cortlandt St. P New York, N. Y. 


LEARN CODE fre sey rouse 
Type S = $17.50 


Sends from 4 to 60 words per 
minute. Higher speeds if desired. 
Complete with 16 rolls of double- 
perforated lesson tape of carefully 
selected and arranged matter for 
speediest results in learning code. 
Most compact and practical code 
teacher on market. 


Hams, Students and Gov't Men 


#24 are learning the code the 
right way, quickly and eas- 
ily with the all electric Ayers 
machine. Built by Code 
Champion McElroy for our 
future champions. Largest 
selection of tapes in World 
available with each ma- 
chine. Low monthly rental. 
Tapes for MacAutos, re- 


Defense School 


Ayers Automatic Code Machines 


cording slip and special inks 
Dept. Q-4, 711 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. for sale. bg Type 4 7 $12.50 
SSS Double-purpose instrument—code 
= teacher and automatic sender. 
QsT Avil (44d QST Sends from 6 to 70 words per 


minute. Built-in tape perforator. 


wk Cut your own  code-practise 

Nevewher 1446 tapes and message tapes. Com- 

Qa xe 44 plete with already-cut practise 

tape and 5 rolls of blank tape. 

Repeats calls and messages in- 

definitely. Length of messages 
Practically unlimited. 


If your dealer can’t supply you, write us 


FULLY GUARANTEED 
GARDINER-LEVERING CO. x H#d¢0n Helene 


ew Jersey, U. S.A 


Vaae Bb 
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Wireless or Morse EASY TO LEARN CODE 
TELEGRAPH Y It is easy and pleasant to learn or Increase 


spend oe modern war _ — on cei domo 
i i ; ra ode ieacher. Excellent for e 
Quickly and Easily Learned with the mat or sVanaad ehadtel. A aciak act 


INSTRUCTOGRAPH Practical method. Available tapes from be- 


ginner’s alphabet to typical messages on all 
subjects. Speed range 5 to 40 WPM. Always 
ready, no ORM, beats having someone send 
to you. 


MACHINES FOR RENT OR SALE 
The Instructograph Code Teacher liter- 
ally takes the place of an operator-instructor 
and enables anyone to learn and master code 
without further assistance. Thousands have 
used and endorse the Instructograph System. Write today for full 
particulars and convenient payment and rental plans. 


INSTRUCTOGRAPH COMPANY 


4709 Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois 
Representative for Canada: 
Radio College of Canada, 54 Bloor St. West, Toronto 
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Big Demand for Operators 


Here’s your big chance! The chance you’ve hoped for, 
longed for, waited for. The chance to get into this 
uncrowded field where the work is easy and fasci- 
nating, the opportunities unlimited, the pay good and 
where you can pick the job you want on land... 
sea... air. 


Learn in a Few Weeks 


The Instructograph saves you both time and 
money. Instead of months by other methods — it 
teaches you in a few weeks. It is ready at any timeor 
all the time to practice with you — to teach you how 
to be a good sender —a good receiver, and a good 
operator. Simple as A, B, C. 


True Wireless Tone | 


The use of Radio Tube and Head-Phones in place 
of buzzer, is an exclusive feature of the [nstructo- 
&raph and gives you the true wireless tone. You 
don’t have to learn all over again to get your license, 
when you learn with the Instructograph. 


Big, Full Tapes 


Plenty of them. Wireless or Morse. For beginners or 
advanced students. Big full tapes. 200 feet of signals 
on each. Alphabets ... words... numbers... 
messages . . . radiograms ... etc. Run at any 
speed. Tapes are perfectly cut after the Standard 
prescribed by the Dept. of Commerce, Radio Div., 
and are a big help to the student in getting his license. 
Our handsome Free Brochure ‘‘A World of Oppor- 
tunity’”’ explains everything. Don’t turn this page 
until you’ve told us where to send Your copy. 


INSTRUCTOGRAPH INSTITUTE 


608 South Dearborn Street, CHICAGO, ILL., U.S.A. 


